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REQUIRED & ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
2010-2011

A full-time student at Mercy is programmed for 70 credits (7 classes)*. Students in the
Academic Mentoring and Educational Support Program (AMES) are programmed for 60
credits (6 classes) in addition to the AMES class.

Freshman Year Credits Sophomore Year Credits
Religious Studies 10 Religious Studies II 10
English [ 10 English I 10
Mathematics 10 World History 10
Foreign Language 10 * Mathematics 10
Science 10 Foreign Language 10
CORE (waived for Eng I Honors)  5to 10 Science 10
Computer Science | 5 ok Required Courses 60
Physical Education 5 Electives 10
Required Courses 60-70
Electives 5t0 10

Junior Year Credits Senior Year Credits

Religious Studies HI 10 Religious Studies IV 10
English 111 10 English IV 10
Mathematics 10 American Gov't/Econ. 10
Science 10 Required Courses 30
US History 10 Electives 40
Required Courses 50

Electives 20

+ Students enrolled in a zero period class will take 80 credits.

* The two years of Foreign Language must be taken consecutively.

** All students are required to complete the Computer Competency requirement by taking
one semester of computer science. Qualifying computer classes taken elsewhere will be
accepted upon approval by the Academic Dean. Transfer students can fulfill this
requirement by taking a preapproved computer course.

It is important that students know the requirements for graduation from Mercy High
School, as well as the entrance requirements of the college of their choice. The following
information is important.



REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION
FROM MERCY HIGH SCHOOL, BURLINGAME

I Total semester credits required for graduation 280-290 Credits
11 Required Courses
Religious Studies: I, II, L, IV 40 Credits
English: I, I1, III, IV, CORE (Core waived for Eng 1 Honors) 40-50  Credits
Social Studies: World History, US History, American Gov't/Econ. 30 Credits
Mathematics 30 Credits
Science 30 Credits
Foreign Language 20 Credits
Physical Education 5 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts (VPA) 10 Credits
I Computer Science | 5 Credits
v Electives 70-80  Credits
v Community Service Requirement 80 Hours
(20 hours/year)
VI Completion of Basic Swim Requirement

70 credits must be taken and passed in the freshman year. 70 credits must be taken and
passed each consecutive year, 10 of the 70 credits per year may be Study Hall. All
required classes must be taken at Mercy High School.

Requirements for Four-Year Private Colleges

Requirements vary, often depending on one’s intended major. For example, a student
applying for admission as an engineering major would be expected to have taken more
math courses than a student applying as an English major. Therefore, it is necessary to
consult the catalog of each private college to determine its own particular requirements.

If you are not certain about which private college you would like to attend, it is advisable
to follow the general admission requirements for the University of California, since UC’s
requirements will meet the admission requirements of most private colleges in the United
States.

Requirements for California Community Colleges

Graduation from high school or successful completion of the California High School
Proficiency Examination (GED) is a prerequisite for admission. Persons over 18 years of
age may be admitted even though they are not high school graduates. However, some
specific high school courses are required for admission to certain majors, e.g. programs in
the health services, engineering and others.
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Subject

Classes of 2011, 2012,2013 & 2014

Comparison of Requirements

High School UC System

CSU System

Religious Studies

4 years

Social Studies (a)

1 year World History 1 year World History +

1 year U.S. History 1 year U.S. History OR
1 sem. U.S.History +

1 year Govt/Economics 1 sem. Government

1 year U.S. History OR
1 sem. U.S. History +
1 sem. Government

1 additional year fromaor g

English (b)

4 years 4 years

4 years

Mathematics (¢ )

3 years 3 years
4 years recommended
beginning with Int. Alg. |

3 years
beginning with Int. Alg. I

Science (d) 1 year Biological Science 2 years (2 of 3 areas 2 years
I year Chemistry Biology, Chemistry, (1 year of biological science
3rd year of Bio/Phys Physics) and one year of physical

Science 3 years recommended science - one from d and one
) fromdorg)
Language Other Than 2 years 2 years 2 years
English (e) 3 years recommended 3 years recommended

Visual/Performing Arts (f) 1 year 1 year 1 year

Electives (g) 4 years required 1 year/2 semesters 1 year/2 semesters

Computer Science [ semester

Physical Education 1 semester




Classes of 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014

California State University Admission Requirements Worksheet

Subject Requirements

Grade Level

7th & 8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

Semester

1st  2nd

1st

2nd

1st

2nd

1st

2nd

1st

2nd

English: (4 years required)
College Preparatory English

Mathematics: (3 years required)

Algebra, geometry, intermediate algebra (approved integrated
math courses may be used to fulfill part of alf of this require-
ment. Check with your counselor.

U.S. History: (1 year)

OR 1/2 year U.S. History and 1/2 year of Civics or American
Government.

Social Science: (1 year)

Laboratory Science: (2 years required)
Biology, chemistry, physics, or other acceptable lab science.

e. Language Other Than English: (2 yrs. required; 3 recomm.)
Two years of the same language other than English. Courses
should emphasize speaking and understanding and include in-
struction in grammar, vocabulary, reading and comprehension.
Courses in languages other than English taken in 7th and 8th
grades may be used to fulfill part of this requirement if your school
accepts them as equivalent to its own courses.

f. College Preparatory Electives: (2 years required)

Two years (4 semesters) in addition to those required in a-e
above chosen from the following areas: visual and performing
arts, history, social science, English, advanced mathematics, lab-
oratory science, and language other than English (a third year of
another language.)

g. College Preparatory Electives: 2 semesters must be in
Visual and Performing Arts.




Classes of 2011 2012, 2013, 2014

California State University Admission Requirements Worksheet

Grade Level | 7th & 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
Subject Requirements Semester |1st 2nd|1st 2nd|1st 2nd|1st 2nd|ist 2nd
a. U.S. History and Social Science (2 years required)
U.S. History (1 year) OR 1/2 year U.S. History and 1/2 year
of Civics or American Government and

Social Science: (1 year) - must come from "a" or "g" area

b. English: (4 years required)
College Preparatory English

c. Mathematics: (3 years required) 4 years recommended
Algebra, geometry, intermediate algebra (approved integrated
math courses may be used to fulfill part of all of this require-
ment.) Must reach at least Algebra ll/Trigonometry level.

d. Laboratory Science: (2 years required)
Including one biological and one physical science. One must
come from the "d" area and second can come from "d" or "g."

e. Language Other Than English: (2 years required)
Two years in the same language can be waived for

o quivalent competence.
American Sign Language is applicable for entrance requirements
but check with college to be sure if it will meet major foreign

language requirements to graduate.

f. Visual & Performing Arts: (1 year required)

g. Coliege Preparatory Electives: (1 year required)
One more year of any approved "a-f" college preparatory subject

or a "g" course.

Grades earned in required academic courses taken in the 10th grade, 10th grade summer, 11th grade and 11th grade summer will be used in caiculating the GP
for admission selection. All required courses (regardless of when taken) must be passed with a C or better. If "D" or "F" grades are earned in required

subjects, the deficiencies must be replaced with a grade of a "C" or better or validated. All deficiencies must be cleared - at the latest - by the end of

11th grade summer school in order to calculate into a student's eligibility gpa. See college advisor for further details.

For the latest admissions information, go to: hitp:/www.csumentor.edu



* Courses marked as

‘weighted” are given an extra grade point for A-C grades at UC/CSU.

COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

All Mercy High School students are required to take 5 units of Computer Science.

Computer Science I

Level:

Duration:

Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:
Prerequisite:
Description:

Freshmen

Semester

5

Not Submitted

None

Through a project-based approach, students acquire hands-on
experience in file/network organization, Internet literacy, word
processing, spread sheets, computer graphics, presentation software,
digital storytelling, Flash animation, and introductory HTML. The
course content includes producing, manipulating, and preparing
photographs and graphics for use in publications and other projects.
This course fulfills the Mercy High School graduation requirement for
Computer Science.

Yearbook Production

Level:

Duration:

Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:
Prerequisite:
Description

All Levels

Year

10

Not Submitted

Interview with Yearbook Moderator

Yearbook Production is a challenging, yet rewarding class responsible
for producing the annual Antiphon, Mercy's Yearbook. Open to
juniors and seniors, Yearbook Production is a class that submerges
students in the many aspects of journalism, graphic design, and
photography. During the course of the year, students will learn how to
report and write engaging articles, produce attractive graphic design
layouts using professional software, and shoot dynamic digital
photographs to support both the design and written elements of the
book. In a creative business environment, students will practice
communication, management, and team skills with other students in
order to complete entire sections of the Yearbook. As a deadline
driven class, a significant amount of outside class time will be
committed to all aspects of production.



ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Courses in the English Department are taught using a variety of methodologies. Process
writing instruction and practice accompanies the study of literature. Students have access to
the resources of Mercy High School’s networked campus for doing online research. They
receive their orientation to Mercy High School’s technology resources in the freshman Core
course or English I Honors. Resources from outside of Mercy High School complement the
program. These include field trips to the American Conservatory Theater plays and the
annual school visit by the Oregon Shakespeare Festival actors.

English 1
Level:

Duration:
Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:

Prerequisite:
Description:

nglish I Honors
Level:
Duration:
Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:

Prerequisite:

Description:

Freshmen

Year

10

Yes

None

English I is a genre course designed to familiarize students with the
various major literary forms. The novel, short story, drama,
mythology, and poetry are introduced and their elements studied. In
addition, grammar and usage conventions are reviewed. Writing
assignments focus on multi-paragraph compositions which are
developed in response to the literature studied. Standardized test
preparation, including reading comprehension and vocabulary
development, is begun. Creative writing and enrichment activities are
also included.

Freshmen

Year

10

Yes ‘

HSPT Verbal, Language and Reading scores, 7" and 8" grade English
grades, writing sample.

English I Honors is designed for students who have demonstrated
exceptional ability and interest in English. The course takes a
humanities approach to the study of literary genres, including
mythology, the novel, short stories, drama, and poetry. The course
looks at both the classics of Western Civilization and contemporary
multicultural works. Written literary analysis is introduced with an
emphasis on developing critical thinking skills. Standardized test
preparation, including analogies, reading comprehension, and
vocabulary development is begun. Creative writing and enrichment
activities are included.



English 11
Level;

Duration:
Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:

Prerequisite:
Description:

English II Honors

Level:
Duration:
Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:

Prerequisite:

Description:

English 111
Level:

Duration:
Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:

Prerequisite:
Description:

Sophomores

Year

10

Yes

None

English II is a survey of world literature focusing on both classic and
contemporary works. The course gives students the opportunity to
experience many cultures through select pieces of fiction and non-
fiction. Preparation for standardized testing, with an emphasis on
grammar, usage, vocabulary  development, and reading
comprehension, is continued from freshman year. Concentration on
analytical writing skills helps students gain proficiency in writing the
multi-paragraph essay.

Sophomores

Year

10

Yes

English T Honors: B- or above; English I: A or A-; writing sample;
recommendation of current English teacher.

English 1T Honors provides students of exceptional ability in English
with the opportunity to study world literature with greater
sophistication. Although English II Honors will follow the curriculum
of English II for the most part, the course will be conducted at an
accelerated rate, allowing for more in-depth study of and exposure to
authors not covered in the regular course, and more analytical writing.
The course also includes extensive vocabulary preparation for college
entrance examinations and continued focus on the multi-paragraph
essay.

Juniors

Year

10

Yes

None

English III is an American literature course. Students read and study
selected novels, dramas, essays, short stories, and poems from the
Romantic to the Post-modern period. Focus is given to the themes that
both characterize and reflect America’s values and the rich diversity of
her people. Writing skills, applied to both expository and creative
essays, are further developed, and the rules of grammar and usage are
comprehensively reviewed.



English III Honors

Level:

Duration:

Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:
Prerequisites:

Description:

Juniors

Year

10

Yes

English II Honors: B- or above; English II: A or A- and a B+ in
History; PLAN Test English and Reading scores; writing sample;
recommendation of current English teacher.

English III Honors is designed for juniors who have demonstrated
superior ability and interest in the previous two years of English study.
Students who wish to undertake a rigorous study of classic and
contemporary American literature, with emphasis on major authors
and literary movements, may enroll in this course pending satisfactory
completion of the prerequisites. The course includes in-depth
discussion of and composition related to the literature studied.
Thematically related nonfiction essays which serve as models for the
development of more advanced writing skills are integrated into the
course. Emphasis is also given to collateral reading of literary
criticism.

English II1: Language & Composition (AP)

Level:

Duration:

Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:
Prerequisite:

Description:

English IV
Level:

Duration:

Credits:

UC/CSU Approval:
Prerequisite:
Description:

Juniors

Year

10

Yes (weighted)

English IT Honors: B or above and a B+ in History; English II: A or A-
and a B+ in History, PLAN Test English and Reading scores; writing
sample, recommendation of current English teacher.

AP English III is designed for juniors who have demonstrated superior
ability in English. The course will survey major American authors,
common themes, and literary movements from the colonial period to
the present time. It will also include extensive reading of nonfiction
with an emphasis on literary criticism. Additionally, students will
develop advanced writing skills in preparation for the AP Examination
in Language and Composition. Intensive vocabulary development will
also be included in preparation for college entrance examinations.
This course is certified by the University of California as an honors
course.

Seniors

Year

10

Yes

None

English IV provides a survey of major British authors and literary
movements. Thematically related nonfiction essays which serve as
models for the development of more advanced writing skills are

10






