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Why Mercy?  
In a time of challenging economics and competitive high school 
admissions, why choose Mercy?  What makes Mercy unique? 

As a Catholic high school, we offer a unique opportunity for young 
women to excel personally and academically in an all-girl environment.  
Preparation for college and adult life are not just found between the 
covers of a book.  They are also found in the heart of a caring teacher, 

in the smile of a friendly classmate and in the eyes of an encouraging school community. 

Our recent graduates have been accepted to top universities throughout the country…they 
are prepared for college success in academics, athletics and the arts.  They leave Mercy 
with a better sense of who they are as a young woman in today’s world. Mercy offers an 
educational opportunity, which helps each girl grow into a young woman who knows herself 
as a woman of faith, a woman of compassion who is committed to serving others in our 
global community and a woman who will pursue academic excellence throughout her life  
as a life-long learner.  

Last spring at our Making A Difference 2011 luncheon, 
keynote speaker Stacey Longwich ’98 gave a powerful 
speech about the difference Mercy made in her life.  
Stacey reflected on her first days of college when 
everyone was talking about how much they loved their 
high school and she stated: “I loved my High School as 
well, but the biggest difference was that my High School 
loved me back.  I remember making that statement and 
being not just proud, but seeing the envy in my college 
classmates faces.  I could honestly say that the faculty & 
staff from Mercy truly cared about my future and my  
well-being as a person. “

As President of Mercy, I am grateful for the faculty and staff who touch the lives of each 
student daily as educators, mentors, and coaches.  I am thankful to be part of a close-knit 
school community, which embraces each student and her family from the first day they 
enter Mercy.  In addition, I am most grateful to the Sisters of Mercy who sponsor our school 
and to the alumnae who paved the way for our current and future students.  As our alumnae 
love to say “Once a Mercy girl…always a Mercy girl.”

Sincerely,

Laura M. Held
President

FROM THE PRESIDENT

 “I loved my High 
School as well, 
but the biggest 
difference was that 
my High School 
loved me back. ”
     —Stacey Longwich ‘98
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The Heart of Mercy
Together, these twelve faculty and staff members have 
dedicated over 155 years of service to Mercy High School 
and were honored at the opening faculty meeting of  
the year.  We are grateful to each of you for your 
dedication and commitment.  You have touched the lives 
of hundreds of young women who have walked the halls 
of Mercy High School.  These women and men are truly 
dedicated to the mission of Catholic education in the 
Mercy tradition – you are the heart of Mercy!

English teacher Eileen Horan (pictured on the cover 
with President, Laura M. Held), who celebrates 35 years 
of service to Mercy, and Social Studies teacher Linda 
Townsend (pictured above left with Sandy Flaherty),  
celebrating 30 years, received standing ovations from 
their colleagues!  The following faculty celebrated 20, 10 
and 5 years of service:  Sandy Flaherty, Peter Diaz, Carol 
Piccolotti, Jill Scerri, Mary Ann Schilz, Tom Wooten, Karen 
Atkinson, Pat Bradley, Mary Lenigk and Myra Olives.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our 
students and dedicating yourself to the Mercy community.  

FEATURE

Karen Atkinson Pat Bradley Peter Diaz

Sandy Flaherty Eileen Horan Mary Lenigk

Myra Olives Carol Piccolotti Jill Scerri

Mary Ann Schilz Linda Townsend Tom Wooten
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Feature

Above: Foreign Language teachers Mary Louise Castillo and Judy Molland traveled with 15 juniors and seniors to Spain  
for a three week summer Homestay Immersion program.  Mercy students lived with families, studied Spanish language  
and culture in the mornings and experienced cultural activities in the afternoons. Over the past 39 years Señora Castillo 
has traveled to Spain with hundreds of girls sharing with them her love of Spanish language and culture.

Mercy students travel 
with teachers to Spain 

Mercy welcomed Betsy Pfeiffer as our Dean of Academics in August 2011.   
Betsy comes to us with a breadth of educational background working as an administrator and 
educator in grades 7 to 12.  Betsy received her English degree from Florida State University, her 
Masters in Education from Pepperdine University and her Masters in Counseling Psychology  
from USF.  Betsy has extensive background in curriculum design, curriculum mapping and  
data analysis.  She is also teaching a section of freshman English giving her the opportunity  
to work both as an administrator and teacher.  We are happy to welcome Betsy to the Mercy  
community.  Betsy jumped into her new role with amazing enthusiasm as she started  
teaching English this past summer. Her professionalism and creativity is sure to encourage  
and inspire us all.   In her cover letter, Betsy wrote “I will guarantee that every young  
woman receives a challenging, values based curriculum.” In our short time working  
with Betsy – there is no doubt that she will achieve that promise. 
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In appreciation…..

Circle of Mercy  
More than 120 alumnae, parents and friends 
gathered for our annual Circle of Mercy Donor 
Appreciation Dinner.  The event, hosted by the 
Mercy High School Board of Directors, honors 
those donors who generously contributed 
$1,500 or more in the past year.  During the 
event, President M. Laura Held presented 
the prestigious Catherine McAuley Award to 
four alumnae parents:  Dr. Norbert and Inger 
Bischofberger, Bob and Jackie O’Donnell, George 
and Jane Caughman, and Don and Debby Ciucci.   
A heartfelt thank you to our generous donors 
whose support helps build a strong foundation 
for current and future Mercy girls.    

FEATURE
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The Circle of Mercy Donor Dinner  

is held annually in October. Those 

who generously donated $1,500 

or more were invited to this year’s 

appreciation dinner. Thank you!

Feature
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St. Peter’s Celebrates 
Halloween at Mercy 
 
The grounds of Mercy High School Burlingame were 
filled with excitement as Sister Lucy Calvillo and her 1st 
graders from St. Peter’s Catholic School in San Francisco 
arrived at the Kohl Mansion for a Halloween Carnival 
in their honor. Mercy’s Campus Ministry Team and the 
freshman class sponsored the afternoon complete with 
games, trick or treating and pictures with a pony for the 
1st graders! Yes, we had a pony on the Green outside the 
Kohl Mansion! Mercy students led activities and games 
and took the children throughout the campus “Trick or 
Treating” in classrooms and offices! Sisters of Mercy,  
Sr. Maria Juanita van Bommel, Sr. Helen Marie Gilsdorf 
and Sr. Mary Peter McCusker from Marian Oaks and the 
Motherhouse, joined in this very special afternoon as  
St. Peter’s school holds a special place in the hearts of  
the Mercy community. In 1878, four Sisters of Mercy 
opened St. Peter’s School with approximately 325 
students. As St. Peter’s Elementary School flourished, 
there was a need for a Catholic Girls High School. Thus, 
the Sisters of Mercy began St. Peter’s Girls High School, 
also known as St. Peter’s Academy which celebrated its 
first graduating class in 1882.

FEATURE
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FEATURE

Ms. Smith Goes to 
Washington!
Mercy High School junior, Valerie Smith has been accepted to the U.S. 
Senate Page Program in Washington, D. C. for the spring semester.  Valerie 
had served as an intern in the San Mateo office of state Senator Leland Yee 
who recommended her to U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein for this program.   
Senator Yee stated, “Valerie is a bright and energetic young woman who has 
been invaluable to me and my staff.”  Valerie is a honor roll student, works 
as a Starbucks barista, volunteers at Mills-Peninsula Hospital, is 
president of Mercy’s Interact Club, a Junior State of America 
Club officer, member of the swim and dance teams and sings 
in the Tri-School choir.  This is an excerpt from a press release 
from Senator Yee’s office; read the complete story on 
Mercy’s website at www.mercyhsb.com.

Jasmine Huerta wins Miss Teen California Latina! 
17-year-old Jasmine Huerta, a senior at Mercy High School in Burlingame entered 
Long Beach Convention Center Nov. 6 as Miss San Francisco Teen Latina and 
emerged as Miss Teen California Latina 2011.  The teen pageant is affiliated with the 
Miss Latina US pageant and calls itself “a celebration of beauty, style and cultural 
appreciation, emphasizing on the opportunity for personal development while 
serving the community.”

Junior State of America  
“Best Speaker” Awards
Nearly 600 students from throughout Northern California gathered at the 
Santa Clara Marriott on November 19 - 20 for JSA Fall State, one of three 
major conventions for students interested in debate, public speaking and 
hot political issues.  The schedule of presentations covered issues as diverse 
as health care, student rights, and the death penalty.  Mercy seniors, Malena 
Magallanez and Elizabeth Nelson, received “Best Speaker” awards for their 
strong, persuasive performances at the conference.  Mercy’s JSA Club is the 
largest club on campus.  “Thought Talks” are held weekly at lunch providing 
opportunities for casual discussion, speaker training, and occasional films. 
Congratulations Malena and Elizabeth!
 From top to bottom: Seniors Malena Magallanez and Elizabeth Nelson. 
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Mercy Parents’ Club (MPC) 

has been busy this fall, 

hosting the President’s 

Barbeque, the first annual 

Wine Tasting & Sale, the 

Mother Daughter Tea (see 

photos on page 12) and 

Casino del Kohl.  Each event 

is planned, staffed and run 

by Mercy parents and in 

keeping with Mercy’s spirit of 

hospitality, it is our pleasure 

to offer many of our annual 

events at no cost to our 

parents!  MPC encourages 

all parents to get involved 

as we plan the upcoming 

Father Daughter Dance (free 

to all Mercy families), Faculty 

Staff Appreciation Lunch and 

Mercy’s Got Talent – our 2012 

auction.  Make sure to visit 

the Parents section of our 

website at www.mercyhsb.com 

for details about any of these 

events as well as others to be 

held later in the spring.

MPC 
Mercy Parents’ Club
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Photos taken at Mercy Parents’ 
Club events: left page - President’s 
Welcome BBQ; above Casino Del 
Kohl and Mercy’s first annual Wine 
Tasting & Sale!

Mercy Parents’ Club

MPC 
Mercy Parents’ Club

by Giulia Maffei 
‘12

Presented by the Mercy Parents’ Club

Saturday March 3, 2012
5:30 p.m. • Kohl Mansion

Mercy’s own talented students will be  
showcased throughout the evening  

with performances and artwork both  
on the stage and in the auction! 

$80 per person 
Silent Auction • Live Auction • Student Performances  

 Hors d’oeuvres • No Host Cocktails • Dinner • Dancing

RSVP online at www.mercyhsb.com

A U C T I O N  &  D I N N E r

For more information regarding the event, sponsorships or  
donating auction items, contact Event Coordinator Patricia  
Glasser at 650-762-1199 or pglasser@mercyhsb.com.
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The Mercy Parents’ Club “hosts” the  
Mother Daughter Tea for grandmas,  
moms and daughters...our gift to you!

Mercy Parents’ Club
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On Campus
Mercy students donate hair 
to help cancer patients 
It was difficult for anyone standing on the green at Mercy High School to 
hold back tears on Friday, October 21st.  Student after student sat down to 
have her ponytails chopped off as part of our annual “Think Pink” rally.  More 
than 20 students volunteered to donate their hair to “Locks of Love” and 
“Pantene Beautiful Lengths.” With their classmates cheering them on, each 
girl agreed to have at least 8 to 10 inches of hair cut for this very worthwhile 
project.  Locks of Love provides hair prosthetics to children with permanent 
and temporary hair loss and Pantene Beautiful Lengths aids women who have 
lost their hair from cancer or chemotherapy treatments.  Faculty member 
Carol Galletta spoke as a ten year survivor of breast cancer and senior Megan 
Ferris, who had her hair cut three years ago at our first Dig Pink rally, gave 
a moving speech about her Auntie Laura, her mom’s twin sister, who was 
diagnosed with breast cancer in June.   

Francesca Pompili ‘12 (daughter of Kathy Lacunza Pompili ’78) had 12 inches 
of her hair cut by seniors Aoife Berril and Megan Ferris.  Francesca stated: 
“I asked Aoife because she lost her mom to breast cancer and Megan 
because her aunt is currently bravely fighting.”  Each girl had a story that was 
powerful and impactful on her life.  A special thank you to our Mercy moms 
who helped cut hair and the student hairdressers who gave of their time and 
talent on this special day.

“I asked Aoife because 
she lost her mom to  
breast cancer and  
Megan because her  
aunt is currently  
bravely fighting.”
           —Francesca Pompili ‘12
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On Campus

Athletics
Mercy’s varsity Water Polo team went 

undefeated in League making history as 

the first PAL Ocean Division team to ever 

defeat a PAL Bay team thus qualifying 

for CCS!  Congratulations to our Varsity 

Volleyball, Cross Country, and Golf teams 

who also advanced to CCS this fall with 

more than 19 athletes making 1st and 2nd 

All League teams and Honorable Mention. 

Congratulations to Water Polo All League 

MVP Alex Gomes and  MVG Maggie McHale. 

Mercy’s brand new Elite Dance Team won a 

bid to the West Coast National competition 

at Universal Studios-LA and the Varsity 

and Junior Varsity Pom teams qualified 

for Nationals in Disneyworld! See Mercy’s 

athletics page at www.mercyhsb.com  

for details.
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On Campus

Rising Above… 
the Power of the Human Spirit
This fall, rising Above speaker John O’Leary spoke to 
the girls about the power of the human spirit.   As a nine-
year-old boy, John was burned on 100% of his body and 
given less than a once percent chance at survival.  He 
endured months in the hospital, years in therapy, dozens 
of surgeries, and lost all of his fingers to amputation.  
Despite the odds, he not only survived, he has thrived.  

John stated “success begins with courage; people 
change if they are willing to fight for something bigger 
than themselves.  By taking the hand of God, you can 
begin to fight the fight and walk forward with Him.”  

He asked each of the girls to look within themselves, 
and ask themselves who and what are they fighting for; 
because as Victor Frankel said “When you know why, 
you can endure any how”.  He encouraged the girls to 
choose significance because “if you have significance in 
your life, success will follow”.   

He called upon the girls to challenge themselves and 
ask “What more can I do and what profound impact do 
I want to make in the world?  When they come across 
obstacles in life to always remember that, even though 
you can’t choose the path you walk, you can choose how 
you walk it.”

 

Acclaimed Producer 
Speaks at Mercy
Henry Huang is a writer with a diverse background 
in film and television.  He is based in L.A., which is a 
far cry from where he grew up in Queens, N.Y.  Henry 
came to California for college and ended up staying 
after an internship at Disney turned into a full-time 
position in the studio’s creative group.  While at 
Disney, he worked on a variety of films, including 
the highly acclaimed Joy Luck Club.  Henry moved 
from a production capacity into the writing world 
after a litany of producers and writers alike told him 
he should write because they could see the colorful 
way his mind operated!  Henry encouraged the girls 
to hone their writing skills stating, “Writing is a craft 
and the more you write, the better you become.”    
He encouraged our “young writers” to apply for 
internships, meet as many people as possible and to 
learn all that they can while building their skills.  In the 
entertainment field, most people start at the bottom 
and work their way up!  
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On Campus

Tri-School... 
the best of both worlds 
research documents the positive effects of single gender education. 
Experience teaches us that we must also educate the “whole person”-- 
mind, heart, body, and soul. With this holistic approach in mind, the 
Tri-School Program was established in 1986 by Mercy, Serra and Notre 
Dame high schools. Our efforts allow students to “enjoy the best of both 
worlds” by allowing our schools to remain single gender while providing 
students significant coeducational opportunities in all areas of school life.

A single gender school provides students with the time and space 
needed to grow academically and as individuals. Creating a sense of 
community that allows students to develop life-long friendships is also 
a major benefit of single gender education. It is also important for 
teenagers to have significant coeducational opportunities so they may 

grow in “wisdom, age and grace.”
 

classes • dances • service • field trips • sports practices 
• musical • play • chorus • band • social activities
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On Campus
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Service Learning
Service Learning. . . Mercy students reach out into the community helping to restore the habitat of Milagra ridge near 
Pacifica;  sewing bags for “My New red Shoes which gives out bags filled with shoes, Old Navy gift cards and supplies to 
homeless children; making “no sew” felt blankets with the Mercy Sisters at Marian Oaks for a family shelter and assisted 
at Sacred Heart Community Service in San Jose and St. Anthony’s Dining room in San Francisco.  Through our Immersion 
program, students will travel to Costa rica, Chicago, Ecuador and as part of our Tri-School Immersion to Bethlehem 
Farms in the Appalachian Mountains in West Virginia over the Spring break. 

Campus Ministry



Spring 2012 • 19

Campus Ministry

A place to meet in quiet beauty...

Memorial Celebrations, Conferences, 
Meetings and Retreats
Contact us about special pricing  
for Mercy friends and family
www.mercy-center.org or 650.340.7405  
 

Thank you  
Franklin Templeton!
 
Thank you to Penny Stack Alexander ’78 and 
Franklin Templeton Investments for 19 years of 
sponsorship of Mercy’s Alumnae Phonathon   
which has raised more than $840,000.

Age-ing and Sage-ing
with Marguerite Buchanan, RSM
and Suzanne Toolan, RSM

August 9-12, 2012
Begins 6:00 pm Thursday at dinner
Concludes 11:00 am on Sunday

Based on a popular book by rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi 
entitled From Age-ing to Sage-ing, this retreat gives the 
participant an opportunity to look closely and with kind eyes 
at one¹s past, to learn through one¹s experience, and to move 
confidently toward the future, living consciously and fully.

The leaders, Marguerite Buchanan, rSM, and Suzanne 
Toolan, rSM led the retreat in Alaska this past summer. The 
retreatants moved through the process with enthusiasm and 
found it to be an engaging and prayerful tool to review one¹s 
life and to plan for the future. 

The retreat will include times of silence, prayer,  
journaling and sharing. A retreat designed for the  
gathering of wisdom, intentional “eldering,” through 
methodically recalling the significant events and people 
of one’s life for: Harvesting life’s riches - nourished by joys 
and finding the learnings from difficult times; Healing wounds; 
Meeting as companion one’s inner elder or wisdom person.

Please email mc@mercywmw.org for registration information. 
Or call (650) 340-7454 for registration assistance, or visit 
www.mercy-center.org.

Stay connected  
to Mercy!

www.mercyhsb.com   
Alumnae Online Community
For those of you wishing to join 
the online community, please 
contact Carol Fraher  
at cfraher@mercyhsb.com.

Mercy High School  

Burlingame

mercyburlingame

Mercy High School  
Burlingame
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Class of 2015 alumnae daughters  
and their moms: pictured left to right top 
row - Danielle Breining and her mother 
Cheryl Furrer Breining ’82, St. Catherine 
of Siena; Jordan Gentry and her mother 
Monica Lacunza Gentry ’79, Nativity Parish; 
Emma Simon and her mother Carolyn Flint 
Simon ’79; left to right bottom row - Sophia 
Arnold and her mother rita raffo Arnold 
’75 , Our Lady of Angels; Samantha Dean 
and her mother Diane Biancalana Dean ’86, 
Our Lady of Angels Parish. (Not pictured 
Amanda Hermosillo and her mother Mariella 
Figone Hermosillo ’82 St. Charles Parish.)

Like Mother, Like Daughter...  
the Legacy Continues
Six members of the Class of 2015 are following in their mother’s footsteps continuing the legacy of a Mercy 
Burlingame education!  This year Mercy has 28 alumnae daughters as members of our student body!  

 
Alumnae
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Alumnae

Jane Mason Kelly…Mercy ’40 and Stanford ’44 
In December, President Laura Held and Advancement Director Mary Lund took a trip up to Napa to visit with Eleanor 
“Jane” Mason Kelly ’40 who was the Student Body President during her senior year in 1939-40!  We had a delightful visit 
with Jane who first became associated with Mercy when her sister Elizabeth ’39 started as a freshman in 1935 and Sister 
Mary Lorenzo was Principal.  Jane’s younger sister, Patricia is also a Mercy graduate of the Class of 1942.  As we talked 
about Mercy in the 1930’s and 40’s, Jane reminisced about the honored tradition of the “Senior” stairs, free dress once per 
month, annual retreats, basketball class in the “gym”, which had been the Carriage House of the Kohl Mansion,  alternated 
with “Grace Culture” – a course teaching the girls to be graceful young ladies!  Jane reflected “all in all, Mercy was a 
beautiful place to grow up and study for four years.  We were privileged to have the patient teaching of the nuns, not 
always appreciated at the time, but highly valued as we went through life.”   

After leaving Mercy, Jane studied for two years at Lone Mountain College which gave scholarships to the Student Body 
Presidents from each of the Catholic girls’ schools in the Archdiocese.  After two years, she wanted a broader experience 
and applied to Stanford from which she graduated in 1944!  Jane and her husband Frank raised their family in Palo Alto 
before retiring to Napa where Frank loved playing golf.  She misses her dear husband who passed away a few years ago 
but has a wonderful community of friends, enjoys good health and the company of her children and grandchildren.  

Sisters Today: Sr. Joan Joins the Fourth World
Having worked in Africa for 20 years, Sr. Joan Burke, SND, is no stranger to seeing pervasive 
poverty and living very, very simply. Those Africa years proved helpful during her eight years of 
service as the SND NGO representative at the United Nations. In 2010 Sister stepped down from 
her role at the U.N. and has been serving as a guest lecturer and Sr. Catharine Julie Cunningham 
Visiting Scholar at Notre Dame de Namur University. In the fall Sr. Joan will move to Paris.  In 
this vibrant, sophisticated city, Sister is choosing to live in a slum area and take part in a unique 
community and mission. Sr. Joan Burke, SND, writes, “Starting in fall 2011, I will be living and 

working with an organization called the International Movement ATD Fourth World.  I got to know Fourth World when 
I began my work at the U.N. in 2002.  Their NGO representative, Diana Shelton, had been there for nine years and was 
a wonderful mentor in my first years.  Through her I came to admire how the organization brought persons in extreme 
poverty to the U.N. and helped them find their own voice to speak before policymakers.  Most of us spoke on behalf of 
those living in poverty with great passion and conviction, but our voices could never have the power of those who had 
spent their life struggling with poverty.”  Read the complete story on Mercy’s website at www.mercyhsb.com, 
under  “About Mercy”  “The Oaks Feature Stories.”

Alumnae Spotlights
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Over 150 Mercy alums from 1936 to 2006 
celebrated their reunions and renewed 
friendships at Homecoming 2011. The 
day began with “Coffee with the Sisters,” 
followed by Mass in the Motherhouse 
Chapel and ended with a lively 
luncheon in the Great Hall.  Don’t miss 
Homecoming 2012, Sept. 16th! All Mercy 
alumnae are invited, reunion classes 

ending in “2” and “7” will be honored.  

Alumnae

1968

1991

1976 1981

1986

1971

2006
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Alumnae

Homecoming 2011 

Homecoming 2012, Sept. 16th! All Mercy alumnae are invited, reunion classes ending in “2” and “7” will be honored.  
Reunion Classes — we invite you to hold your reunion at Homecoming. rooms and tables will be reserved based upon 
the number of classmates in attendance. This year’s reunion classes include ‘37, ’42, ’47, ’52, ’57, ‘62, ’67, ’72, ’77, ‘82, ‘87, 
‘92, ’97, 2002 and 2007!  We would be happy to assist you in any way in planning your reunion. The Advancement Office 
can also provide class lists, labels and any help you might need to make the day special.  Please contact Mary Lund in  
the Advancement Office 650.762.1190 for further assistance.  reservations are $55 per person and may be made online at 
Mercy’s website www.mercyhsb.com. Please let us know about all reunions, we will post them on the Mercy website.

1961

1956 1958
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Calling All Alums!   Let us know what you are up to!  We love to have information for the 
Class Notes section of the Oaks, as well as information we can use in an article!  Use the enclosed envelope to send us 
your news and photo or e-mail us at alumnae@mercyhsb.com.  We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

Class Notes

1948
Virginia (Ginger) Thompson Smith 
(photo at right)  writes, “Following 
graduation from Mercy I went on to St. 
Joseph’s Nursing School in San Francisco. 
In 1952 I joined the Navy Nurse Corps. 
While stationed at the Naval Hospital 
in Charleston SC, I married then LT(jg) 
F. Neale Smith, USNr from Baltimore, a 
graduate of Loyola College. Four children 
and 54 years later, at age 80, in 2009, 
we decided we should be nearer to our 
daughters and 6 of our 11 grandchildren. 
We made move #15 from Arlington VA 
where we had been for 24 years, to The 
Woodlands, TX, north of Houston. Here 
I continue my tennis, swimming and 
volunteering, and love being near family. 
Last summer our sons, one retired Navy 
and the other serving Navy, came in with 
families from Virginia Beach and Hawaii 
to celebrate our 56th anniversary. This 
picture (see page 25) of five Mercy High 
School seniors in 1948, “California Girls,” 
brings back a lot of fond memories. How 
about those rolled-up jeans, bobby sox and 
saddle shoes? I still maintain contact with 
Helen Fagan reidy and Winnie Brisboy 
Buckley. Neale and I have been blessed 
with our family, good health and great new 
life. And, I will always be a “California Girl” 
where ever we live...Go Navy!”

1955
Theresa Cirner Boyle  (photo at right) 
writes, “Pat and I celebrated 55 years 
with our five children and grand children 
in February.  We have 15 grandchildren 
and 4 great grandchildren.  Pat and I have 
enjoyed cruising to the Caribbean and up 
the coast of California this year.  We are  
off to Hawaii in February to celebrate 56 
years.  We love living in Coarsegold, CA.   

A bit different from Sonoma County for us. 
Here we get a dusting of snow every  
year and it makes the seasons more real.   
If anyone is ever in our neck of the woods 
our welcome mat is always out.” 

1958
Mary Ann Sacco Camacho writes, “I have 
been working for the California Public 
Utilities Commission since 10-29-07. I work 
in the Consumer Affairs Branch of the 
CPUC. I speak to customers all day long 
who are complaining about their billing, 
service issues, payment arrangements 
for Telecommunications and Electric & 
Gas Utilities. I have three children who 
are all out on their own. I have 3 adorable 
grandchildren ages 16, 11 and 5 who live in 
Elverta, CA. (close to Sacramento) who I 
spend a lot of time with. I also belong to 
the Italian Catholic Federation where I am 
Corresponding Secretary for the last 5-6 
years. I have no intention of retiring so I 
plan on continuing to work and enjoy my 
children and grandchildren.”

Kathleen Gannon Crowelly writes, “Hi 
you all. Graduated in 58 after four years 
of fun, some learning, great friends and 
an unforgettable part of my life. Attended 
nursing school in San Fran with Patsy 
Sweeney, Sue Friedlander and Patsy 
Carmody. Got a great education,and the 
time of our lives! Since those events I have 
two children, 4 grand children, sorry 5! 
Im still a nurse in GI and am thinking of 
retiring,Ive been doing that for at least 
5 years! I still talk to Pat, Patsy, Bonnie 
after all these years, and we occasionally 
get together in Palm Desert with Penny 
Ferguson and talk and giggle. Life goes on 
and I’ll never forget Mercy High School, the 
best ever!”

Marilyn Martinelli Volpert writes, “I am 
a caregiver for several elderly people...

(funny, now that I am one myself)...and 
get great satisfaction from doing so.  I 
live in Windsor, Calif. next to Santa rosa.  
In my spare time, I take care of my 2 
granddaughters also, while my daughter 
and her husband work and this too, gives 
me happiness!  I am so glad to live in the 
same town as them, finally. I am still in 
touch with many of the girls I graduated 
with in 1958. I am grateful for the superior 
education Mercy gave me!!”

1959
Beth Dado Aversa (photo above) writes, 
“This year has been eventful for my family.  
Our youngest daughter had her second 
baby in May, bringing the grandchild count 
to 10 for us.  Shortly after birth, little Natalie 
was diagnosed with Tetrology of Fallot, 
a serious congenital heart malformation.  
Natalie had surgery to repair her little heart 
in September at Children’s Hospital in 
Seattle, WA and is a nice pink, active baby 
now.  We were supported by the prayers 
and support of friends and family.  The 
photo is of Natalie held by her big sister.“ 

1960
Susan Torriglia Monahan writes, “I was 
elected President of the Classified Senate 
of Mission College. Also, I was selected 
as the California Community College 
Employee of the Year. Each of these honors 
are very special to me.”

1961
Sr. Carolyn Buhs, SND celebrated her 
Golden Jubilee as a Sister of Notre Dame 
de Namur. Sr. Carolyn writes “Our Jubilee 
on 14 August was a day of great joy! 
Sr. Teresita Weind (Our Congregational 
Leader) gave a very inspiring homily on 

1959
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1948

Clockwise:  1948 Virginia (Ginger) Thompson Smith and friends senior year, left to right Mary Ann Hoover, Virginia  
(Ginger) Thompson Smith, Barbara Otto rochex, Helen Fagan reidy and Winnie Brisboy Buckley;  1955 Theresa Cirner 
Boyle and Husband Pat; 1966 Sr. Marilyn Lacey on a street in Port au Prince, Haite.

Class Notes

the action verbs in Mary’s Magnificat...
My brothers Paul and James and their 
families were able to celebrate with us. 
Some California cousins and three cousins 
from Missouri were also with us. They 
say the Notre Dame de Namur University 
chapel holds 300 and 500+ showed up 
on the warm afternoon!” In October Sr. 
Carolyn who is now in South Sudan wrote, 
“Greetings from Yambio, South Sudan!
I arrived in Juba, South Sudan, on 
Halloween 2011. I am part of the Teacher 
Training Team of Solidarity with South 
Sudan. We have two new Teacher Training 
Colleges....one in Malakal on the Nile river 
and one in Yambio near the border with 
the Democratic republic of the Congo. The 
past two days the twelve of us have been 
meeting to discuss Teacher Training and 
to plan for the coming year. I’m grateful 
to meet such dedicated sisters, brothers 
and priests all so willing and enthusiastic 
to help in the training of primary school 
teachers for the 3,000 primary schools that 
South Sudan needs to build for the children 
of this new country. Please keep us and the 
people of South Sudan in your prayer.”

1962
Maureen Murphy Jenkins writes, “I retired 
from over 40 years of nursing only to be 
asked to provide ‘vacation relief’ in a local 
gyn office....I guess there’s no such thing as 

1955

1972

a fully retired nurse!  The Crew of ‘62 Class 
reunion will be in Sept. 2012 and I hope 
I can lose some weight before we gather 
together.....”

1963
Dee (Lolita) Alonso de Leeuwe writes, 
“In August, my sister Anita (class of ‘59) 
and I are walking the Camino de Santiago 
(Camino Frances) in Spain.  We’re in 
training now, walking 15 to 20 miles a 
day and this summer will add weighted 
backpacks to our walks.  The trip is about 
500 miles long and we are allowing 45 
days.  Will send photos when we return.”

1964
Kathy Laine Harville writes, “My Husband, 
rick, and I have 3 adopted kids…all of 
whom have been through some serious 
struggles and have either come out 
on top already or are in the process of 
doing so now. Our Son, robert Belton, 
has overcome a serious mental illness 
(paranoid schizophrenia) and subsequent 
drug/alcohol abuse as an attempt to self 
medicate.  He is now happily married (for 
6 years) to his wonderful wife, Mary (who 
also suffers from a mental illness), and sees 
his therapist monthly.  They support each 
other in dealing with their illnesses and 
staying on the medications that help  

them to live fulfilling and contributive lives.
Our Daughter, Sarah, is in a loving 
relationship with her Partner, Michelle, and 
has recently adopted our first Grandson, 
Bradley.  Sarah had a tough start as a 
teenager, but pulled herself up “by her 
bootstraps”, went to school, and became 
a registered Nurse.  She and Michelle have 
been together for a few years and are raising 
Blake, Michelle’s 10 year old adopted son, 
and Bradley who is now 1 1/2 years old.   
Both boys are doing great and both women 
are making beautiful Moms! Finally, our 
youngest Son, John, has just been diagnosed 
and acknowledged that he suffers from 
Bipolar Disease.  He is now compliant with 
his medication, seeing a talk therapist, and 
planning to return to college in January.  
Needless to say rick and I are extremely 
proud of our “kids” and very happy to have 
found happiness with each other and with 
our strong and challenged family.  We’re 
living in Bend, Oregon, and enjoying this 
very beautiful part of our country.” 

1966
Sr. Marilyn Lacey, RSM (photo) Marilyn 
Lacey, class of ‘66 and current member 
of the MHSB Board of Directors, heads 
the nonprofit Mercy Beyond Borders. 
Founded in 2008 to work with displaced 
women and girls in South Sudan, Mercy 
Beyond Borders recently expanded to 

1966



26 • The Oaks

Class Notes

Haiti, offering educational scholarships 
to girls.  Marilyn says of her work, “The 
Mercy spirit of compassion and practical 
action really comes alive when we are with 
distressed populations. I welcome you all 
to participate in our mission.”  See www.
mercybeyondborders.org for details. 

1968
Donna Ervin (photo) recently reconnected 
with classmates Denise Boragno Corvi, 
Patricia Hannon and Cathy O’Toole in Gilroy 
for a Saturday of fun! 

1969
Peggy Gill Villeneuve writes, “Hello 
friends from the class of 1969.  Life has 
finally started to settle down for me and 
my family.  I March of 2009 my husband 
suffered a massive stroke while delivering 
his retirement speech!  Since then we have 
struggled to find a good placement for him 
and have finally succeeded with his current 
skilled nursing/rehabilitation facility.  We 
pray he will make progress there with 
the PT, OT and Speech therapies offered 
daily, and that he will be comfortable 
and content there in the homelike 
surroundings. It is a small facility with only 
15 beds so he gets plenty of attention 
and understanding.  In the meantime, 
our daughter Katie graduated from high 
school, went on to community college and 
has just been accepted as a sophomore at 
Loyola University of New Orleans.  She is 
thrilled to begin her clases this January!  In 
preparation for her departure, I decided 
to sell our large home in Huntington 
Beach and settle myself into something 
manageable for just me.  I am now living in 
a lovely apartment in Newport Beach only 
two blocks from Newport Fashion Island 
and Nordstrom!!!  Not that I can shop to 
buy there but it is nice to dream! I continue 
to teach in the Huntington Beach City 
School District but after 38 years I have 

decided that this will be my final class of 
second graders.  I have high expectations 
for my future...I really want to work at 
Disneyland!  I also plan on working with 
patients at Hoag Hospital in Newport Beach.  
I’d enjoy reading to the ill or simply holding 
hands with someone who needs a person 
to sit with them.  Well that’s it in a nut shell.  
I wish I chould have attended the 60th 
birthday party with you all but I was in the 
midst of packing and moving. Thanks for the 
CD!  Lot’s of fun memories.  Anyone coming 
south to the OC area, come on by!”

1970
Diane Roby is an artist, artists’ rep, and 
arts Pr consultant in San Francisco. She 
is curating an exhibition on poet/artist 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti for the Sonoma Valley 
Museum of Art in June 2012. Diane is on the 
P.E. faculty of Skyline College in San Bruno, 
where she teaches hatha yoga.

Dorothy Stiegler Graves writes, “I have 
been wanting to update my personal news 
for a while now.  Many of my class from 
the Chorale may remember my dad, Art, 
who used to drive several of us girls to and 
from practices and performances.  In the 
first month of January, 2009, he passed 
away and my mom, Dorothy, followed 3 
weeks later.  Since then, in this past year, my 
youngest son, proposed and will be our last 
of 3 children to marry in June.  My oldest, 
my only daughter, is expecting on tax day, 
April 15, 2012.  My husband, Chris, and I 
will be grandparents for the first time.  Life 
keeps on going even in the face of tragedy.  
We are truly blessed.”

1971
Sherry Siegel Manion writes, “Hello, My big 
news is my husband and I just completed a 
move from Silverton Ore. to Portland Ore. 
I am the very proud parent of 2 wonderful 
girls, Sara is 34 and a social worker, Carley 

is 29 and currently working on lighting and 
set design for different dance company’s in 
New York. I am  getting to do a dream job 
and take care of my granddaughter and her 
little friend four or so days a week. I am also 
starting a Love and Logic business in the 
Portland area. I am just getting moved in 
so my goal is to be up and running by the 
spring. Having the opportunity to see many 
of my classmates with my two sisters, plus 
our honorary sister, at the last reunion, was 
a great time. I will not forget the peace I get 
just being on campus. I can be reached at 
sherrymanion@gmail.com. Take care and 
Happy New Year to all.” 

1973
Susan Muldown Holford writes, “I just 
completed my tenth year as a tenured 
instructor at Fresno City College. I teach 
Social Work in the Human Services program. 
My husband, Darrell and I celebrated our 22 
anniversary last week, our two children are 
in college, Christin here with me and David 
at CSU Fresno. Life is good. Family, including 
Mercy graduate sisters Patty ‘75 and Eileen 
’76 were here to visit for Thanksgiving - our 
mother, Mary lives across the street.”

Marti Coffman Steiner (photo) writes, “The 
last 24 months have been a wild and exciting 
ride for me AND my seven new brothers and 
sisters! I was adopted at birth, along with 
my older brother in 1955.  We were lucky 
to have been adopted by the most loving, 
caring, wonderful Mom and Dad that any 
two children could have had....we enjoyed 
private schools, summer camp, swimming, 
tennis, fishing, camping, sewing, cooking, 4H 
raising animals for fair; it goes on and on....I 
really never felt the need to find out who my 
bio-parents were.  My Mom and Dad told us 
that we are adopted; we were French, Irish, 
and maybe some English.  We also were told 
that we probably had siblings and our bio-
parents just couldn’t afford more children...
Sometime around 1980, I did sort of wonder 
about medical history but I didn’t think I 

1968 Donna Ervin 
and classmates 
left to right - Cathy 
O’Toole, Denise 
Boragno Corvi, 
Donna Ervin and 
Patricia Hannon;
1973 Marti Coffman 
Steiner (right) and 
one of her newly 
found older sisters!

1968 1973
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could really find much information from 
adoption records.  I certainly didn’t want 
to seek out my bio-mom, show up at her 
doorstep (providing she was still around), 
and say hi.  As a new mother myself, I 
knew that putting your babies up for 
adoption was probably a heartbreaking and 
difficult decision....So, I was satisfied with 
my healthy little girl and needed nothing 
more.  Twenty nine years later, just when 
my life seemed as special and beautiful as 
always, after a little internet research, I was 
blessed with the knowledge that I actually 
have seven additional brothers and sisters!  
Wow!!!. ...I decided to write a note to the 
first two I found.  Jan was in Washington, 
Bob in Ohio.  My note said something like 
this “I may be your sister.” About 4 days 
later, my life changed forever!  Bob called 
me almost teary.  He said I was his sister 
and Jan was my sister.  We had a very long, 
wonderful chat.  I hung up and called my 
sister Jan.  As our conversation went on, the 
story unfolded....I had four additional half 
siblings and one younger brother from my 
same bio-parents!!!!!!!!!  I was on a cloud for 
days before I could even explain all of this 
to my husband.  I wasn’t sure how he would 
react.  When I finally found the right time to 
tell my husband, all he could say was “road 
Trip!” ...My new found older sisters are 
Darby, Jan, and Mary; and new found older 
brothers are Frank, Bob, Greg (recently 
deceased); new found little brother is 

Chuck. My husband and I traveled to Ohio 
to meet Bob and his wife....and then spent 
a week in Colorado with Chuck and his 
wife in May 2010.  Meeting Frank, Jan, 
Darby and Mary came later.  All of them 
are different and wonderfully unique....Just 
when I thought my life couldn’t be any 
better, it is.”

1978
Holly Higgins writes, “After working as a 
teller during college and being held up 
three times at gun point, who would have 
ever thought after 32 years I would still 
be working in Financial Services! Interest 
rates were at 16% back when I started and 
if you got a home loan at 12% you were 
lucky.  I have worked for a number of the 
banks in a variety of different areas and 
I will start 2012 with Silicon Valley Bank.  
My son, Ted (Serra 2005) graduated from 
University of Arizona in “09 and works 
for an accounting firm in Palo Alto.  My 
oldest daughter, Melissa is a junior at 
Sonoma State University where she is 
following her passion to be an Elementary 
School Teacher and my youngest, Grace 
is graduating from Foothill High School 
in Pleasanton. Life is full of surprises 
sometimes you just survive other times 
you thrive, but mostly you cherish the 
good times!  I cherish my time at Mercy 
and the foundation it provided me to 

get to where I am today! Looking forward to 
seeing everyone at our 35th reunion in 2013. 
“Still Crazy After All These Years!”

1979
Kathy Morrissey (photo) writes,  “Eleven 
of the Class of 1979 gathered in Vegas to 
celebrate 50th birthdays in style!  All agreed 
that Mercy friendships are so deeply special 
and continually fulfilling... decade after decade.”

1983
Yolanda Valdes Thayer is a makeup artist at 
Prima Donna Makeover - Hair, Makeup & Spray 
Tanning, on location serving all of California.
www.primadonnamakeover.com

1984
Laura Hart is married to husband reed and 
has two children Nathan, 7, and Griffin, 3.  
Laura writes, “Finally bought the veterinary 
hospital I’ve been with since 1999.  Check us 
out at reagorpethospital.com!  I’d probably be 
persuaded to give a “friends” discount to  
a Mercy Alum!”

1996
Anne Marie Paclebar Mahoney (photos) 
married to Joshua Mahoney at Mission Dolores 
Basilica on August 13, 2011. The reception was 
held at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco. 

Clockwise: 1979 Kathy Morrissey and classmates - top row: Miriam Campos Silva-Torres, Kathy Morrissey Steger, Carolyn Flint 
Simon, Katey Neurauter Jabczenski, Tanya Tucker reiss, bottom row:  Carol Good Muhn, Lori Levaggi Hayward, Jacqueline 
Forster Hansen, Basha Mondloch Petraglia, Anna Capaccioli Pemberton, Joanne Vodicka Marks. 1996 Anne Marie Paclebar 
Mahoney and husband Joshua with bridal party - front row at far right Trisha Cuskaden ‘96, front row middle, Anne Marie’s sister/
Matron of Honor-Marisol Paclebar Guadron ‘93;  back row far left guest Kathryn Marquez. 1996 Anne Marie and Joshua with 
wedding guests, l to r: Liza Marie Gutierrez Lui ‘96, Trisha Tansingco regio ‘96, Anne Marie Gutierrez Alvior ‘96, Patty Gertrude 
Phan ‘00, and Gertrude Gutierrez ‘04.

1979

1996

1996
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1998
Krista Grech Atchley (photos) wed 
Charlton Atchley at Green Hills Country 
Club in Millbrae on November 19, 2011. In 
attendance were fellow classmates from the 
class of ‘98. 

2000
Brittney Beck Aitken (photo) married 
Patrick Aitken of Burlington, Vermont on 
November 5, 2011 in the chapel on Treasure 
Island with the reception following.  They 
honeymooned in New Zealand and now 
reside in San Francisco. Brittney is the 
General Manager of Beck’s Motor Lodge 
located in the Castro of San Francisco.

2002
Mallory Morrison Lann, writes, “I live 
down in Santa Monica.  I am a professional 
photographer specializing in fashion and 
beauty, shooting it underwater in pools.  
I work with magazines mostly and I am 
moving into working with advertising 
clients.  I recently directed an underwater 
music video.  Currently, I have a trip 
planned to photograph a friend’s wedding 
in Tuscany next September and plan to 
make the most of it by visiting Paris and 
Berlin as well.  There, I will be meeting with 
ad agencies and some vacationing too.  I’ve 
been spending a lot of time in New York 
and may be relocating there in a few years.”

Ashley Morgan Monroe was nominated for 
a New York Innovative Theatre Award (IT 
Awards) for Outstanding Choreography/
Movement for her work in Circus of Circus, 
which was produced by the House of Yes.
“Circus of Circus made me realize that I 
am the only ringmaster in my life,” said 
Monroe. “When you’re around a bunch 
of creative minds you can’t help but be 
magnificent. Add to that the circus, a lot 
of feathers, and glitter in places that glitter 
shouldn’t be, and you have an experience 
that will never leave your soul let alone your 
laundry.” The nominees were announced at 
a sold-out event on August 1, 2011 that was 
attended by nearly 500 artists and guests.  
The awards were presented at a ceremony 
on September 19th.  A little about the IT 
Awards which are given annually to honor 
individuals and organizations who have 
achieved artistic excellence in Off-Off-
Broadway theatre. New York IT Awards 
recognizes the unique and essential role 
Off-Off-Broadway plays in contributing to 
American and global culture, and believes 
that publicly recognizing excellence in Off-
Off-Broadway theatre will expand audience 
awareness and appreciation of the full New 
York theatre experience. www.nyitawards.com

Ashley Brenner Rosenbaum (photo) wed 
Adam T. rosenbaum in Arlington, VA  on 
July 8, 2011.  The couple now reside in 
Grand Junction, CO.

2006
Molly Klase writes, “I graduated in May 
from San Jose State University with a B.S. 
with Honors in Kinesiology. I was accepted 
into the University of San Francisco Sport 
Management Master’s Program and have 
been attending since July. In November, I 
was offered the prestigious Junior Giants 
Internship with The Giants Community 
Fund, which is the non-profit organization 
of the San Francisco Giants.”

2000 2002

1998

1998

Left to Right: 1998 Krista Grech Atchley above with husband Charlton and below with classmates of ‘98 from left to right are 
Bridesmaid Cotille Carlson Davis, Bridesmaid Christina Zugar, Brandy Martinez Navarro, Karen Lemus Delgado, Diana Naranjo 
and Michele Vierra.  2000 Brittney Beck Aitken and husband Patrick; 2002 Ashley Brenner Rosenbaum and husband Adam.

We are in search of Mercy 
graduates who have experience 
either professionally or in  
service involvement with  
“turning oppression into 
opportunity for women/children 
both here in US and worldwide” 
(Half the Sky).   We’d love  
to hear from you! Contact 
Colleen O’Donnell, Director  
of Student Activities, at 
codonnell@mercyhsb.com.
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In Memoriam
Please remember the following alumnae, alumnae family 
members and friends of the Mercy High School Community 
in your prayers.  Please note we have tried our best to list all 
deceased members and relatives of the Mercy Community. In 
the event we have missed someone, please contact Mercy at 
650.762.1190 and we will include their name in the next Oaks.  

The Mercy Mass Program 
At each of our school liturgies we pray for 
those people who have been acknowledged 
in the Mercy Mass Program. Donations are 
made in memory of a loved one and to 
honor others for anniversaries, birthdays, or 
at times of illness. To enroll a loved one in 
the Mercy Mass Program simply contact the 
Mercy Advancement Office at 650.762.1190 
or salbers@mercyhsb.com to receive a Mass 
enrollment envelope or visit our website at 
www.mercyhsb.com, go to “Giving to Mercy”, 
then “Mercy Mass Program” to enroll online.

ALUMNAE
Sharon Bezecny ’69 sister of Dr. Susan Bezecny, 

MD ‘72

Barbara Elordi ‘67
Paula Russell Gorham ‘47
Frances Marchionni Guibert ‘42
Delphine Huff ‘45
Laura Iskra ’67 
Barbara Coulter Jone ‘40
Mary Mullany Inman ‘52 sister of Suzanne Mullany 

Furrer ‘53, Nancy Mullany Lotti ‘55,  Diane Mullany 
Kenning ‘57 and Noelle Mullany Weinbel ‘59

Ruth Hallinan Kane ’34 mother of Mary Catherine 
Kane McLaughlin ’67 (deceased), Margaret Kane 
Jung ’68 and Eileen Kane Brennan ‘70 

Geraldine Rubis Lonergan ’61 sister of Maureen 
rubis Leimbach ‘59

Pia Inez Paoletti Marta ‘39
Rosanor Bradford McCormick ‘46
Kelly Meehan ‘98
Joan Maule Stern ’49 sister of Jane Maule Nichols ‘47

Renette Roccucci Ungaretti ’68 sister of roberta 
roccucci Kuskie ‘66

Patricia O’Neill Yates ’40 mother of Judy Yates 
Kawamoto ‘76

 
FAMILY & FRIENDS
Alma Victoria “Nonni” Bagnani great grandmother 

of Gianna Bagnani ‘12

Joan Baron mother of Patrice Baron Antosik ‘69

Alvira Belvini mother of Margaret Belvini Hanacek ‘69

Robert J. Bentson father of Margaret Bentson ’69, 
Barbara Bentson Grimes ’75 and Patricia  
Bentson ‘77

Joseph Beresford brother of Kaye Beresford 
Stallard ’57, Barbara Beresford Dinelli ’58 and 
Louise Beresford Hall ‘62

Irene Rita Breining mother of Linda Breining 
Anderson ‘68 (deceased), Lori Breining Gelvin ‘69 
and Susan Breining Bradley ‘71

James Brisbois brother of Winnifred Brisbois 
Buckley ’48 and Mary Brisbois rose ‘49

Frank Campi uncle of Barbara Campi Herrera ’73 
and Susan Campi Odom ‘74

Elaine Carbray sister-in-law of Helen Carbray 
Bennetts ‘44

Walter John Cavagnaro father of Jane Cavagnaro 
Unger ’78 and grandfather of Claire Unger ‘14

Jane M. Caughman wife of George Caughman 
former member of the Board of Directors of 
Mercy High School Burlingame and Mother of 
Cindy Ann Caughman Corona ‘92 (deceased)

Peter Dante Cerri father of Mary Cerri Gilbrech ’69 
(deceased) and Nancy Cerri Monaghan ‘72

Charles R. Coffman father of Marti Coffman  
Steiner ‘73

Daniel W. English brother of Mary Ann English ‘72

Jose de Jesus Flores grandparent of Andrea Flores 
’08 and Daniella Flores ‘14

Amby Galli husband of Marilyn Treglia Galli ’60 and 
brother of Lidia Galli Becker ’60 and 

Toni Galli Coughlin ‘65

Robert William Gaul 
father of Kathleen 
Gaul Davis 1977, Claire 
Gaul Brown ’81, and 
father-in-law of Carol 
Cafferkey Gaul ’85, 
grandfather of Fiona 
Gaul ‘09 and Breanna 
Gual ‘12 and former 
Mercy High School 
Board Member

Rafaela Gumba mother 
of Judy Gumba 
Keating ’75 and Joyce 
Gumba ‘77 (deceased)

Nick Hazen grandfather 
of rebekah Hazan, 
Mercy High School 
Cheerleading Coach

Beverly Hendon mother of Kelly Hendon Molloy ’89 
and Shawn Hendon ‘90

Margaret “Peggy” Lambdin mother of Jennifer 
Lambdin Mercy High School Faculty and 
grandmother of Maggie Schack-Lambdin ‘11

Robert D. McAdoo father of Patricia McAdoo ‘65

Jeanne McDonald mother of Dianne Devin Kohl 
Mansion Staff

Gloria Menconi mother of Patricia Arata ’60,  Nanci 
Arata Wilborn ’64, Jo Arata Macaluso ’67 and 
grandmother of Mary Bellone Trembley ‘82

Anne Marie Louise Marquis mother-in-law of 
Janice Heppert  Marquis ‘69

Sr. Mary Mee, RSM
John Nichols husband of Jane Maule Nichols ‘49

Nora O’Connor grandmother of Kara Abendroth ‘02

Franck O’Donnell father of Collen O’Donnell Mercy 
High School Director of Student Activities

Manuel Z. Opilas grandfather of Alyssa Opilas ‘14

Robert O’Rourke husband of Sandra Glenn 
O’rourke ‘63

Tunny Pattison husband of Stephanie McGinty 
Pattison ’63 and borther-in-law of Suzanne 
McGinty Petrocchi ‘57

Harry Walter Pearson father of Janet Morello 
Mercy High School staff

Clara Pecci mother of Laura Pecci rowell ‘59

Audrey Perry sister of Ellen Wiliiamson Mercy High 
School, Burlingame Director of Admission

Anacleto Pompili father-in-law of Katherine 
Lacunza Pompili ’78 and grandfather of Francesca 
Pompili ‘12

Mariam Repetto mother of Anne repetto Pagano ‘71

Grace Marie Romeo grandmother of Christine 
romeo ‘14

Don Sabatini father of Adrian Sabatini Peterson ‘84

David R. Scott husband of Barbara Nystrom Scott ‘47

Dr. Paul Selchau husband of Joan White Selchau ‘56

Lorraine Logan Shubunka mother of Christine 
Shubunka ‘79

Steve Shubunka brother of Christine Shubunka ‘79

Maria Pacita Tanedo grandmother of Lauren 
Tanedo Manzur ‘08

Charles L. (“Bud”) Terry father of Cindy Terry 
rockwell ‘77

Sr. Patricia Toolan, RSM former Director of Drama 
Mercy High School Burlingame, Sister of Sr. Suzanne 
Toolan, rSM

Pasquale Ussorio  father of Paula Ussorio Santiago ‘81

Alan Webb uncle of Taylor Lesser ‘14

Anita F. Whelan mother of Anita Whelan ’63 and Lynn 
Whelan ‘66

Joseph Wilbur Welch Jr. grandfather of Whitney 
Welch ‘10

Jean Williams mother of Nancy Williams Callahan ‘69

Walter Woodall father of Mary Ann Woodall ‘66 and 
Susan Woodall Chelone ‘67

John Joseph Woods husband of Barbara Mullen 
Woods ’44 and father of Eileen Woods Garvin ’80, 
Sehila Woods ’80 and Evelyn Woods ‘85

John Wyatt father of Kristin Southwick Mercy High 
School Counselor 

Steven Young son of Joan Young ‘68

Linda Ann Zirelli sister-in-law of Nancy Jacobs Zirelli ‘68

Doris Zona mother of Suzanne Zona Cornell ‘67, 
Marilyn Zona Gollihar ‘69 and Jennifer Zona 
Fitzgerald ‘82

In Loving Memory...In the last few months we lost two beloved members of our 
Mercy community:  Bill Gaul former Mercy High School Board Member and Jane Caughman 

former President of the Mercy Shield.  We are grateful for their dedication to Mercy and 
years of service to our school.  Please pray for the repose of their souls and know that 
they will be deeply missed by the Mercy community. 
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Events
Visit our website for details on these and other  
events www.mercyhsb.com.

“Mercy’s Got Talent!”  
Auction and Dinner 
Saturday, March 3, 2012 
5:30 pm - Kohl Mansion 

“Damn Yankees” 
Tri-School Spring Musical  
at Serra High School Theater 
March 22, 23, 24, 30, 31 - 7:30 pm • March 25 - 2:00 pm

Mercy Dance Recital  
at Serra High School Theater 
Sunday, April 22, 2012 

Making a Difference Scholarship Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012 - 11:30 am 
See opposite page for details

Mexican Fiesta 
Athletic Fundraiser
Friday, May 4, 2012 - 7:00 pm - Kohl Mansion

Spring Concert 
Tuesday, May 8, 2012 - 7:30 pm - Kohl Mansion

MercyArtsFest  
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 - 5:00 pm - Kohl Mansion

Baccalaureate Mass 
Saturday, June 2, 2012 - 7:00 pm - OLA 

Graduation 
St. Ignatius Church (USF)
Sunday, June 3, 2012 - 2:00 pm

The OaKS is published twice 
yearly for the Alumnae, 
Parents, and Friends 
of Mercy High School 
Burlingame, a Catholic 
College Preparatory since 
1931. Mercy High School is 
sponsored by the Sisters  
of Mercy of the Americas, 
West Midwest Community. 
 

In an effort to go green we will only be sending 
one Oaks per household. Please share with all. 
Thank you!

 
Laura M. Held, President  
Lisa Tortorich, Principal
Mary Lund, Director of Advancement
Carol Fraher, Director of Public Relations

2011-12 Board of Directors  
Carol Bucci • Georgene Carambat ‘65  
Peter Comaroto • Michael Crockett  
Joe Galligan • Toni Lynn Gallagher, RSM   
Margot Giusti `70 • Laura M. Held • Carol Kelley 
Marilyn Lacey, RSM ‘66 • Anne Murphy, RSM ‘69  
Marilyn Quinlan ‘69 • Janet Robertson  ‘53   
Marian Rouse ‘72 • Howard Yang

 
Main Office | 650.343.3631  
Advancement Office | 650.762.1190 
Admissions Office | 650.762.1114   
Alumnae Office | 650.762.1198  
FAX | 650.343.2976 
Email | alumnae@mercyhsb.com
www.mercyhsb.com

Calendar  
of Events
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SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 2012
11:30 am 

Making a Difference

Green Hills Country Club, Millbrae, CA
reservations required

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Cindy Urquidez ’94  
      Student Body President

     Stanford, BA ’98
     Hunter College, MSW ’05  

You Can Make A Difference
Through the Making A Difference Luncheon we have been able to say “yes” to more students. We are seeking 
support from our Mercy community to help us meet the increased needs of our families. Making A Difference has 
raised nearly $600,000 for tuition assistance. The luncheon is generously underwritten by the Mercy High School 
Board of Directors; there is no cost to attend the luncheon. However, those who attend are expected to make a gift 
of at least $100 to support our tuition assistance program.  

We invite you to join us at this luncheon
100% of the gifts received for Making A Difference will directly support  
our Tuition Assistance Program.  If you or a friend are interested  
in attending the Luncheon you may rsvp at Mercy’s website  
www.mercyhsb.com. For more information please contact the  
Advancement Office at 650.762.1190 or mlund@mercyhsb.com.

Be a sponsor! Make your gift today! 
You may make a tax-deductible online donation to Making A Difference at  
www.mercyhsb.com or use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift directly  
to the Mercy High School Advancement Office. 

For more information visit our website  
at www.mercyhsb.com or contact  
the Mercy Advancement Office  
650.762.1190 • mlund@mercyhsb.com. 

Calendar  
of Events
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Mercy’s 6th & 7th Grade Open House 
Friday, May 4, 2012 • 1:30 - 3:00 pm 
See if Mercy is right for you! Visit www.mercyhsb.com for details. 

Tools for School with a Twist  
Summer programs including dance for incoming 6th, 7th & 8th Graders!
Visit www.mercyhsb.com for more information.


